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EDITORIAL 


(Continued from page 4) 


My suspicions are that a large portion of the con- 
tents that constitute the foundation for today’s 
schooling may be the critical barrier to educational 
improvement. The answer to the old question, “What 
knowledge is of most worth?’’ has been left to his- 
torical precedent and the biases and intuition of 
pressure groups, textbook writers and designers of 
examinations who have done little to establish a 
knowledge base about which contents are the most 
appropriate and logical and the most readily ab- 
sorbed and retained by distinct learners. 

Ralph Tyler (1950) and John McNeil (1965) had 
some important, incipient thoughts on the identi- 
fication of instructional objectives but, unfortu- 
nately, their efforts to conceptualize psychological 
and philosophical screens for what should or should 
not be taught never really got beyond the printed 
page. It would seem that the time may be upon us 
when educational researchers should begin con- 
sidering the effects of curricular content on school- 
ing. Certainly the daysnay, the months and yearsspent 


38 


on absorbing knowledge and skills of questionable 
worth, to which all of us can testify, suggest some- 
thing about what may be wrong with our schools. 
Perhaps the reduction of curriculum/learner con- 
flicts is the key to significant educational improve- 
ment. Let’s find out. 
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